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Dr. Brooke’s Statement of the Roman Laws refpeéing the 
Neceffaries of Life. 


EEDING the hungry, and vifiting the fick, are leading 
& principles in a publication in Rome, by N. Brooke, 
M. D. now of Exeter. 

The author, in moft animating terms, mentions the very 
excellent medical treatment of the fick, by the humane ta- 
culty. Heis warm in culogium on the Roman laws, refpeé&- 
ing the neceflaries of life, and highly commends the magif- 
terial obfervance by which the markets are more plentifully 
fupplied, and much cheaper, than in any other flate in Italy ; 
extracts trom the treatife, viz. 

“ Having received diplomas in this, and in the univerfity 
at Venice; and having been invefled with full powers to 
examine the treatment of the fick in the Roman hofpitals, 
I fhall lay before the profeffors fome medical - difcoveries, 
made in my recent voyageto Tunis, Morocco, &c. in com- 
pany with the eminent botanift, Dr. Rofalmini, who was fent 
from Vienna for the purpofe of colleéting medical feeds 
and plants, fuch as are efficacioufly ufed by the natives of 
Barbary.” 

“ Social order is moft ftri&lly maintained by the Maho- 
metans on that vaft coaft, andin a firm belief that the necef- 
faries of life were by God ordained for general comfort, it 
is rigidly commanded, viz. 

. All growcrs, preparers, dealers in every article of food, 
are fliled fervants tothe public, and are annually licenfed : 
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TI heir granaries, mills, fhops, houfes, &c. are (at any hour) 
fubje&t to onatiegiass by leas of police, to whom 
rear ged is given an exaét account of every ftock; by 
which they are governed, in ordering the poffeffors to ‘fend 
their quota to market, at fixed prices; bread, or any other 
arucle is ftrittly forbidden to be adulterated, or to offer for 
aprile kind of unwholefome provifion.” 

** Offenders to thefe laws are publicly punithed, forfeit 
licences, or their effeéts are confifcated for public ufe; 
fuch laws the induftrious poor labourer enjoys with his 

amily the comforts of life, and he can lay up part of his 

res for wants in old age, &c. &c.” 


by 


REMARKS BY A NATIVE OF Devon. 

In the laft fevere winter many worthy labouring poor fell 
tims to hunger and improper food ; fimilar calamities are 

1 feared by adulterated bread, and the increafing price of 
every comfort of life, beyond the purchafe by honeft wages ; 
this 1s occafioned by reports of a fcanty corn and hay harvelt. 
lhefe alarms require reftriétive laws for fixing the prices to 
the neceflaries of life ; alfo tor examining the ftock of dea. 
lers tn each article. 
It the deficiency is true, Reprefentatives fhould be defired 
to ule endeavours in Parliamént, for an immediate importa. 
tion (by merchants or by government) into all the ports in 
England, &c. fuch midhati will relieve the prefent dillrefled 





ti lenes ot the poor. 
ag / if ii nN Spindle a Devonfhire Gi UC. 
By the Rev. Mr. Warner. 

rr Rae re : - 7 
I til. figure of this man, a taylor by profeffion, was fo 
} Rong 
fingularand diminutive, that I could not help luggefting 
| who recommended him a doubt of his ability 
t9 und! ic tatigue of a ten or twelve mile walk. Indeed, 
| emed to be modelled exaetly after Falflaff’s incomparable 
tra {Lice Shallow : “© I do remember him at Cle- 
men Ini, dil nan made after fupperof achecle-paring. 
\\ vas naked, he was tor all the world like a tork’d 
radifh, with ahead tantattically cars as pee it with a knile : 


his dimenhons to any thick fight were 
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The anIwer, however, of my late companion was, ‘‘ Never 
fear Tom Spindle; he’ll tire you before the day is over.” 
Nor had we gotten on many hundred yards before I per- 
ceived, that without a check this would really be the cafe. 
Having nothing to carry but bones and mufcle, Tom fkipped 
on with the alertnefs of aflea ; and whillt {caling the hedges, 
bounding over the ftiles, and {couring along the road, ever 
and anon turned his head, and with moft humiliating /ang 
froid, defired to know if he walked too faft for me? I ho- 
neilly confefs, I never felt more humbled than on being thus 
beaten at my own weapons, by this fhadow of a fhade, this 
near approximation to non-entity. 





An AFFECTING NARRATIVE. 


Was one day taking leave of a friend at his father’s 

door, when a poor woman, with an infant at her breaft, 
and another by her fide, accofled and begged of him a piece 
of bread. “* Poor boy!” fighed he, viewing the eldeft of 
her children; “* art thou hungry ?”’ At the fame time he 
prefented the mother with a fhilling; then turning to me, 
and grafping my hand, exclaimed, “ O my friend! how 
much are we obliged tu the poor, who thus indulge us 2” ¢he 
luxury of doing good!’—* Thy education, Charles, has 
been excellent,”’ faid I, and parted. 

On my way I mufed upon the fentiment which the em- 
phatic philanthropy of my friend had given fuch grace to. 
“ How culpable,” thought I, “* are thofe who bleffed with 
the power of doing good, are {till neglettful of it ; and who 
never benefit a fellow-creature any further than as it aids 
their own enjoyments: by a reverfe of conduét how many 
an aching heart might be foothed, and how many a wretched 
fate prevented; for though eur country abounds with public 
charities, yet the moft worthy objeéts of it efcape their 
benevolence; and thoulands are lett for the {cope of indi- 


’ 


vidual refearch.” 

I was roufed from thefe refleAions by a circumftance ex. 
tremely applicable. A young man running {wiftly by me, 
exclaimed ** O God!’’ and fell to the ground, while a loaf 
he held under his right arm, dropped trom thence, and rolled 
in the dirt; and at the fame time thecry of “ Stop thief!” 
refounded from an hundred tongues behind me, and, 1n an 
inftant, the youth was feized and charged with the crime, 
“ O gentlemen,” cried he, “* 1 was impelled by sg 
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—‘ I'll not believe you, fcoundrel!” cried a baker, who 
] him «by the collar. ‘‘ Or if true, what is it to me? 
t I fuffer becaufe you are hungry ? Which of you, 
gentlemen, faw him take the loat ?’’—*‘ I did,’ anfwered 
three or four of the mob. “ Take him tothe pump,” cried 
feveral others. ‘“‘ O mercy!” exclaimed the unfortunate 
youth, and caft his eyes around in fearch of pity, while the 
inexorable crowd proceeded to drag him to the punifhment 
they had decreed. “ Hold!’ cried an elderly gentleman 
who at that moment advanced; “ let’ no one prefume to 
injure the young man; the laws are open both to you and 
him, and jutlice can alone be had from them; therefore, 
ther accept of his repentance or take him before a magif- 
trate.’"—"* Sir,” anfwered the baker, “ I refpeét the laws 
too well to let an offender go unpunifhed ; fo 1 fhall take the 
laft part of your advice.” —** And I fhall attend you,” faid 
the other; upon which they proceeded onwards. 

As I was at leifure, I joined the benevolent gentleman for 
the purpofe of feeing the event terminate, and difcourfed 
with him till we arrived at the office of jullice. No more 
were admitted than the culprit, the baker, with his three 
witnefles, the gentleman, and my{elf; and being all ufhered 
into a back room, the magiftrate foon made his appearance. 

I now attentively furveyed the young man, on whofe ac- 
count I felt the greateft concern; for want and defpair 
marked his countenance, while refignation appeared in his 
behaviour. He was no fooner queflioned than be confefled 
his guilt. “* And what caufe do you affign for it?” de- 
manded the Juftice. “* Hunger,” replied he, with a wild- 
nefs that confirmed belicf. ‘* And where do you refide?” 
The young man made no anfwer. ‘ Tell me,” faid the Jul- 
tice, ‘* where do you live ?”’ Still the young man was filent, 
* Do not be obflinate,’’ refumed the former, “ but inform 
me how you get your bread.”’ The young man caft a look 
upon the baker, but flill he anfwered not. Upon which the 
benevolent gentleman adrefled him, and fo ftrongly advifed 
his obedience, that bowing in compliance, he began as 
follows: 

*" If, gentlemen, I merely inform you my prefent mode of 
obtaining a livelihood, I fhall but excite your indignation ; 
but if 1 explain to you the caules which compel me to tt, 
I may hope to raife your compaflion. Shall I then requett 
you will indulge me with a hearing, that I may relate my 
fiory to you?” The magittrate nodding affent, the young 

man proceeded, 
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** My misfortunes commenced with my birth; for I 
entered the world amidft guilt, and baneful example; and 
the firft want I knew, was the proteftion of a father. The 
exiftence of my mother depended onthe merits of her own 
perfon, and the fuccefs fhe brought the houfe where fhe 
refided, which was a public bagnio. Notwithftanding her 
own familiarity with vice, fhe ufed every precaution to keep 
me ignorant of it, andanxioufly flrove to plant in my in- 
fant mind the feeds of morality ; to effe& which, fhe taught 
me to read, and furnifhed me with books that contained the 
moft virtuous leffons. My childifh curiofity was often 
roufed on hearing her and her companions fpeak of their 
fathers ; on which 1 would.afk, whether I had not one? but 
the only anfwer I could obtain was, “ No, poor child ;” 
and her tears ufually accompanied the confeffion. 

** Thus paffed my time, tll I had attained my thirteenth 
year, at which period I loft my mother, who having caughta 
fever froma friend, whom fhe nurfed, at the end of three 
weeks fell a facrifice to it herfelf. A few minutes before her 
death, fhe called me to her bedlide, and explained the fecret 
of my birth; after which, her forrow at leaving me defitute 
fo flrongly affeéted her, that, clafping me in her arms, fhe 
inftantly expired ; leaving me the forlornefl wretch that was 
ever caft upon the world. 

“ My treatment in the houfe was iremediately changed ; 
for I was reduced to all its drudgery, and forced by the mil- 
trefs to every fervile office. All this I could have borne, 
for knowing no hope, I wasa ftrangerto pride; but the un- 
provoked barbarity I experienced, rendered my fituation 
infupportable; and finding myfelf noticed by a number of 
young men, who lived by, every depredation, I flew to them, 
and .became a partner in their crimes. But foon I found 
that no compaét could be formed in vice; and the daily 
quarrels amongft themfelves made their fociety hateful to 
me. 

The love of reading I had imbibed under my mother’s 
example, ftill continued, and all my leifure hours were de- 
voted to that pleafing amufement. This ferved to increafe 
the difguft for my companions, whofe conduét, and whofe 
fentiments were fo contrafled to what I there admired ; and 
I watched every opportunity, and planned an hundred 
{chemes, to extricate myfelf from them. Often have I re- 
folved to throw myfelf on the proteétion of fome virtuous 
character, but the fear of incurring fufpicion of my truth, 
always withheld me. x 

I at 
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I at laft found means of being introduced to a gentle. 
man, who engaged me as his footman. I cannot exprefsthe 
joy I felt upon that occafion, fince no difgrace was attached 
tomy employment, but what the illiberal always affix to 
humility. My conduf& there was fuch as gained the ap. 
probation of my matter, and the efleem of all around 
me; till he became acquainted witha reformed rake, who 
had formerly known me, and now (for what reafon I cannot 
account) fo aéted upon my mafter, that he difmiffed me 
without afligning any reafon for it: fo interefted had this 
gentleman made himfelf in my concerns, that he found 
means to blacken me inthe opinion of all, and every ac- 
quaintance I had gained retufed to acknowledge me, fo that 
being again cafi upon the world, I found myfelf more defti- 
tute than ever; for my former affociates now refufed to 
admit me amongit them, in revenge for the negleét I had 
fhewn to their interefts during my fervitude. All mankind 
feemed now to war with me; and to fubfift, I was compelled 
to war on them. Buta fhort time had elapfed when I was 
fe:zed with a complaint, that had nearly brought me to the 
grave. Inthe height of my malady, I refolved, fhould 1 
recover, to abandon my means of living, and enter the army ; 
this I was going to put in force the moment I was able to 
walk ; but there my hopes were fruftrated, for the officers 
refuded to enlift me, on account of my debility. I then 
refigned myfelt to defpair, and lay pining in my wretched 
lodging for two days and nights, defiring nothing fo much 
as death: but nature became at laft too powerful, and this 
day, hunger led me forth once more: I had no friend to fly 
to, and nothing todepend on but my own exertion : I feared 
to beg, left I fhould be cenfured as an idler; and pafling this 
man’s fhop, a loaf in his window fo flrongly attraéted my 
wants, that, unmindful of the confequences, I {natched it, 
and was making off, when I was purfued, fecured, and 
brought here. I am now totally indifferent what becomes of 
me, and wifh that my offence may, at once, terminate my 
fufieringsand my lite.” 


** 1 do verily believe it all,” cried the magiftrate ; “ thy 
appearance betrays thy want, and the feeling thou haft dif- 
covered, proves the truth of thy aflertion: thou fhalt have 
fome refrefhment, after which, I will requeft thee to relate 
thofe particulars thou learnt from the laft moments of thy 
mother.” 

fe then gave orders to a perfon near him, who imme- 
diately went out, and foon returned, with a boitle of wine 
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and a plate of cold meat, which was prefented to the young 
man, who being indulged with a chair, partook of it in our 
prefence. While he was thus employed, the magiftrate 
addrefled himfelf to the baker, and demanded his opinion. 
** If all I have heard be true,” faid he, “ I pity the young 
man from my foul; but I have fuffered fo often by that 
practice, that I was determined to make an example of one ; 
however, I forgive Azm with all my heart,” “ So may 
Heaven forgive thee,”’ returned the other. 

‘The youth, having finifhed his meal, according to requeft, 
thus refumed his flory. 

“* My mothertoid me, fhe was the only child of a farmer, 
in the county of Nottingham, and till the age of eighteen 
lived in peace and innocence; at which time a young man 
came to refide in the village for the benefit of his health. 
He faw my mother, and became enamoured of her perfon, 
and foon found means of introducing himfelf to her parents, 
who received him with the mof open hofpitality ; which he 
repaid by feducing their daughter. He remained till fhe 
became pregnant, when finding her folicitude increafe tor 
the fulfilment of his vows and repeated oaths of marriage, he 
left her, and returned to London. 

* Still the trufledto his honour, and indulged in 
till her living burthen becoming too confpicuous for conceal. 
ment, fhe gave way to fhame and defpair, and dreading the 
difcovery of her parents, flew from their habitation, and 
came to London, with the fimple expeétation of finding her 
betrayer. But it was in vain : for having fpent feveral days 
in fruitlefs enquiries, and expended al] her money, fhe fell a 
facrifice to the {nares of that woman in whofe houfe I was 
born; who having feen her alight from the flage, offered 
friendfhip and proteétion to her unfufpedting nature, and by 
the ufual procefs, foon reduced her to a level with the reft of 
her dependants. She once wrote to her parents, but receiving 


hope ; 


no anf{fwer, concluded they were dead. 

* What was thy mother’s name?” cried the baker.— 
“ Sarah Miller,” replied the youth.” “* Good God! thou 
!’’ exclaimed he, and fell upon his neck. A few 
moments paffed in filence and admiration at the ways of Pro- 
vidence, when the baker turned tothe magiitrate, and in tears 
he father of the youth, and author of his 
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Much as I approve thy prefent condu&,” faid the 
other, “* I cannot let thee part without a cenfure on thy 
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paft. Hear what misfortunes owe their birth to thee : thou 
haft brought the keenelt affli€tions on a virtuous family, 
which, no doubt, ere this, have funk them to the grave : their 
innocent child thou haft driven to infamy and a premature 
death (for all has flowed from thee) : and, laftly, that youth, 
whom nature taught thee to proteét, thou haft abandoned, and 
left to ftruggle with want, fhame, and difhonour ; and now, 
when by hunger he is driven to a defperate aét, thou art the 
firft to feize, and bring him to his fate. O man of jutftice! 
go home and repent, learn mercy from above, and virtue of 
thy fon.” 

The baker was fo awed at this rebuke, that holding his 
handkerchief to his face, and taking his fon by the arm, he 
retired in filence, while the youth, as he paffed, in vain 
effayed tothank us: the witneffes immediately followed, and 
the benevolent gentleman, with myfelf, making our obe.- 
dience to the noble magiftrate, withdrew likewife, and 
fhaking each other cordially by the hand, parted at the 
door. 

Numbers at this moment exift, whofe fituations are fimlar 
tothat of the young man, and many more lamentable ; for 
they have neither the fenfibility of a mother to check their 
vices, nora father to repay their fufferings : and daily may 
be feen, inthe arms of unfortunate females, infants, doomed 
tomifery and ruin. It matters not, that they are born with 
fouls, and formed for opening reafon; the force of precept 
and example a€ts againft their nature, and the firft leffon they 
are taught is excellence in fin: nurtured in every evil, they 
look on virtue as their enemy, and finding themfelves objeéts 
of its reproach, conceive a hatred for it. If they look 
round, they find the world combined againft them ; and 
driven from its peace, and impelled by necefhity, they prey 
upon itsmembers : vice leads on to vice, and want to defpe- 
ration, till in the end, one aétion, more atrocious than the 
reit, flops their career, and brings them to their fate. 


H. L. 
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Remarks refpcElfully fubmitted to the Members of both 
Houfes of Parliament, and the chief Land-Owners of 
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from obf{curity, may have its ufe. The prefent appears to 
meto be fuch a period. Deeply feeling as I do for the in- 
ternal fituation of our country, with refpeét to its neceffary 
confumption, its wants, refources, and profpeé&ts, I am in- 
duced to pen and diftribute a few plain remarks: and to 
whom can the language of folicitude be fo properly addrefled, 
asto thofe who have, privately and publicly, the wideft 
fpheres of a€tion ? 

As men of rank and authority in the nation, you cannot 
but have generally, and many of you very particularly, felt 
for the calamity of a vaft multitude of fellow-fubjeéts, 
through the fubordinate claffes, in atime of fevere and almoft 
unexampled dificulty.—You are exalted above perfonal fuf- 
fering ; but you cannot have found yourfelves exempted 
from the feelings of fympathy in the fufferings of others ; 
and you have earneftly wifhed to be the inftruments of any 
pofible alleviation. The great queftion which has frequently 
revolved in your minds, muft have been, How your aétivity 
can be beft employed to remove or leffen the difficulties you 
deplore ? 

In order to underftand the folution of this compound quef- 
tion, it is become neceflary for every genuine benevolent 
patriot to confider the caufes which have concurred to pro- 
duce our prefent internal fituation ; and on what counteraét- 
ing principles, wifdom and public virtue fhould proceed, in 
their prefent and future operations >—We feem as a naiion 
tohave reached an wra of population and neceflity, which 
requires the moft careful ftudy of new economy, and new 
arrangement :—Thefe neglected but a little longer the na- 
tional tranquillity may be irretrievably loft! Without enter- 
ing now into queftions of the wifdom and expediency of 
that warfare, in which this nation has been long engaged, it 
is a faét not to be difproved, that fuch a feries of exertion 
(politically right or wrong in the origin) have been attended 

with their natural confequences at home! Few men, indeed, 
could eitimate in the outfet, unprepared as they were by for- 
mer examples, the extent and variety of expenditure that 
wastofollow. But it isa fact confirmed by the experiment, 
that fuch an expenditure of the national produce (which is 

he article now under confideration) has been incurred, as to 
euahle us largely to account for the progreflive difficulties 
whichthe bulk of the nation has experienced. 

It is obvious to reafon, that fuch numerous fleets and land 
armaments as we have feen, could not be liberally viétualled, 
under the neceffary modes of contraét, florage, and tranfpor. 
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tation, attended with conftant wafte, without the moft ferious 
impediment to the common fupply. The drainage has been fo 
accelerated and immenfe, in addition to the partial failure of 
our own crops, as nothing but an importation, great almoft 
beyond example, has been able fo far to counteraét, as to pre- 
ferve exiflence to a large proportion of the people of Eng. 
land t Such have been the paft occurrences; and if weextend 
our views to impending futurity, we fhall perhaps fee little 
in the complexion of the affairs of Europe, on which to 
ground hopes of poflible plenty (on our prefent {cale of 
agriculture) to arife from long periods of peace, and dif- 
charges from heavy fyftems of defence !—And if we are to 
reckon upon a continuance of that feale of foreign com. 
merce, which of late years we have been fo much accuftomed 
to boaft of, andthe vittualling of innumerable merchant 
vellels from this tfland to almoft all the trading parts of the 
world, the fupply tobe provided for muft exceed all former 
CaicCullation 

Thus, while this country may grow rich in merchants’ 
flores, rich tn articles of foreign luxury, and rich in money, 
to be divided among an inferior number of individuals, to 
whem the coll of a fplendid table is no objeét, the bulk of the 
people may become miferably poor and diftreffed, as to the 

Tary comforts of common life ! 

Phefe confiderations naturally lead to the ardent ftudy of 
that domeftic policy, which the united voice of wifdom, 
patriotifm, and humanity, feem to call for. It is indeed an 
awtfultruth, thatif it be confiflent with the pleafure of Divine 
Providence at any time to affliét a nation with the blatt of its 
induftry, on the moft extenfive {cale of land-cultivation, that 

, 


necel 





iidullry will be proportionably unavailing! Such a calamity 
mull call for the deepeft humiliation, patience, and fubmil- 
But this retleciion can furnifh no folid argument 

ezainfl che mofl attentive endeavours to employ ghofe natural 
micans and refources which that Providence has placed within 
On the contrary, doomed as the greater part of 

mankind is to proture the means of comfortable fubfiftence 
he proper d of labour and affiduity, and no far- 
forth to ey peét the blefling of Heaven; it bec omes the 
ty of the fuperior clalfes of fociety, fo to devife, and fo 

i, as to put themfelves and their poorer brethren ina 

, toreceive the full fupplies of their “ daily 

© 18 of this fort are manifeft and clear; and in 


lett of the means within their power, 
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muft be the culpability of the humanrace. Large additional 
means of fubfiftence, and probably of plenty, are within the 
power of the people of England, on their native foil, their 
proper ftation and home. And the firft maxim of all found 
policy, in any country, mutt be, to produce, as far as poffible, 
all the articles of necefffa ary confumption within its own 
precinéts. 

In thefe days it can require no argument to convince an 
enlightened Britith legiflature, that agriculture, of all poffible 
purfuits, is the firft in dignity and importance. It is the 
broad foundation on which every fuperftructure of national 
firength and fecurity can be firmly built. This doftrine 
while affented to in theory, has been, alas! unhappily neg- 
lefted in the practice of Enghihmen. A call has been 
founded from various quarters, and urged by the moft preffing 
motives, for the fpeedy cultivation of our wafte and neg- 
le&ted Jands.—The grand means of expediting a fyftem of 
provident exertion has beeu loudly agreed on, to be a Ge- 
neral Bill of Inclofure, fuperfeding the heavy expences of 
private applications to Parliament, and containing provifions 
for an equitable commutation for tithes in kind, that vexatious 
impediment to a vigorous fy ftem of cropping which has for 
centuries been a national evil. 

It is, indeed, earneftly to be wifhed by every friend to his 
country, that the prefent mode of fubfifting the clergy, 
were totally changed. It is a remain of Judaifm, once 
adapted to a land of almoft {pontaneous produce: and has 
nothing to do with Chriflianity, but as its enemy.—The 
adverfe claims of tithe impropriators, alfo, call aloud for an 

equitable power of extinétion.—Whoever fhall attempt, as 
fome have taken the liberty of doing, to maintain that tithes 
in kind furnifh no reafonable objeétion to raifing the moft 
improved and expenfive wheat crops, infults our underftand- 
ing! He may as well affirm at once, that a man will exert 
himfelf in bufinefs with as much zeal, alacrity, and fucceis, 
for the joint intereft of himfelf and a ftranger, who neither 
finds money, labour, nor {kill, as for himfelf alone! The 
narrow objections, which private intereft or weak apprehen- 
fion have urged again{t the meafures recommended, have been 
and their excellent effects as 





frequently and ably an{wered ; 
ably demonftrated. 

Few, among the diftinguifhed bodies and individuals whofe 
attention I now folicit, can remain to be convinced of the 
extenfive benefits that would {peedily refult from fuch mea, 
fures, if the fmall, partial difhculties, infeparable a" lon 
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general improvements, were once nobly furmounted. |; 

cannot be reafonably doubted that great indeed muft be the 

difference between the natural produce of undrained, un. 
cleanfed, unmanured, and utterly uncultivated lands,—and 
thofe which from the unfettered hand of induftry, ina flate 
of new inclofure, may receive the full advantage of every 
improvement! And while many millions of acres remain 
in a ftate of difgraceful negleét in this ifland, millions of its 
inhabitants are conftantly living under the painful apprehen. 
fion, too juftly founded, of domeflic difficulty and diftrefs, 
Such meafures for the radical improvement of our country 
would afford.an ample and feafonable opening for the allot. 
ment of numerous fmall farms, infuring a vat variety of 
increafe in the articles of fubfitence, and thereby remove 
the popular and folid objections againit the improper pro. 
portion of large farms :—and tor fuch new allotments, pro. 

vifions might be eafily framed by the wifdom of Pazrlie. 

ment. 

This would be a work of the prefent generation that muf 
infure the gratitude of ages, Such a work, dating its origin 
from a fource of authority fo high, and followed up by the 
perfonal aid of the chief land-owners in general, whofe 
private intereft in a country like this muft be infeparably 
conneéted with the progrefs of improvements, would not 
fail to raife the confequence of this country, in the mok 
permanent manner, on the fcale of nations. Nor is it an 
idea to be juftly entertained for a moment, that it is pollible 
fo to improve the whole of the improvable part of Britain,, 
as to render its produce of corn, cattle, fheep, fwine, poul. 
try, milk, roots, and raw materials, too cheap; the conflant 
neceflity which this country has experienced, for large im- 
portations of grain, and elpecially of late years, mutt 
preclude the idea of fuch a pollible redundancy. ‘The two- 
fold inconvenience of fuch importations (could we be 
always fure of making them) is not only’ ftriking but dan- 
gerous :—the large fums of ready money to be fent out of 
the nation; andthe bringing in of a fupply of corn in fuch 
a ftate of damage, as to excite general murmuring, and almof 

wfurre€tion, among the lower ranks of confumers. 

It is.a faét, confirmed by recent experience, that though 
famine may fometimes be prevented by a prodigious import 
of grain, the bulk, and various condition in which it mut 
neceilarily be brought from far diftant markets, and after- 
wards ftored at home, are attended with fuch dejtruétion ot 
the natural qualities of the article, that the greaielt calumny 
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and peril await the parties who are to prepare the flour and 
form it into bread. Hence, as _ well as from the neceffary 
high price, have largely arifen the late agitations of the 
people. Nor has this alarming difficulty been experienced 
only from the poorer ranks, but from thofein more confider- 
able ftations, from whom better reafoning and more patient 
conduct, under fuch circumitances, might have been exe 
pefted. But this experience proves ftill farther the impor- 
tant policy of a home fupply. 

The popular cry againft foreftallers, regraters, &c. will 
ever be heard, in proportion to the {cantinefs of the national 
crops. In fome inftances, durimg times of inevitable {car- 
city, caufes of juft complaint may occur. But in general, 
fuch exclamations are little better than delufions of the pub- 
lic mind. In numerous inflances, middle men, between the 
farmer and the confamer, are as effential to the public con- 
venience, as are the public carrier, and the fhop of the 
retail tradefman. Once annihilate them, and you diftrefs the 
nation.— Remarks equally ftrong may be fairly applied to the 
common complaints againit farmers, for withholding their pro- 
duce. Were the call of inconfiderate perfons, at this junc- 
ture, to be implicitly obeyed, and the markets to be filled in 
proportion, it would not require the gift of prophecy to 
foretell, that not only many landlords muft be left unpaid, 
but before another harveft (unlefs prevented by a moft abun- 
dant importation) an abfolute famine to many thoufands of 
poor people, might be expetied. Real fcarcity oa be 
prevented, and all poflible attempts at artificial fcarcity, be 
conquered, by new arrangement and greater fupply. Lee 
tational means be ufed for producing permanent plenty, and 
even {chemes of monopoly may be fet at defiance., In de- 
fault of fuch adequate provifion, there cannot, without mira- 
cle, beany genera! fecurity : Butif they were fairly adopted, 
with a {pirit and energy fuitable to our prefent and our 
juflly-apprehended future circumftances, the cries of the 
poor might be gradually filenced, and the noblelt feelings ot 
the benevolent and the wealthy be abundantly gratified. 

Much might be added ona larger plan of animadverfion, 
toenforce the neceflity of parliamentary and individual ex- 
ertion to the great ends in view, both on the fair foundation 
ofa new allotment of lands, and on the economical methods 
of cultivating and feeding the ground: Much alfo as to an 
extended cultivation of turnips, cabbages, and that impors 
tant article of the poor man’s fubfifience, the potatoe: my- 
tiads of which valuable root might eafily be raifed after in- 
clofure, 
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clofure, where only weeds and brambles are now permitted 
togrow! But the anxiety of the humble writer of thefe 
remarks will be here reftrained, in an earneft hope that thefe 
fubje&ts will now be confidered and canvaffed with that 
ferioufnefs and vigour of mind which their vaft importance 
demands. And may the divine blefling be attendant on the 
united efforts of all good men, in whom power is vetted for 
the prevention of diftrefs, and for the univerfal bencfit ! 
WILLIAM MATTHEWS. 


Bath, O@obar 27, 1800, 





SKETCH of the late J. S. B. CLOPTON, Eso. 


N September, 1800, ended his life in Clarges-ftreet, Pic. 
cadilly, John Skrimpfhire Boothby Clopton, Efg. About 
nine o'clock in the morning he rung the bell; on the en- 
trance of the fervant he was walking up and down the room, 
apparently in adifordered ftate of mind. Suddenly turning 
round, he faid, “ Why do you look at me fo earneftly? 
What do you do here ?”” The man faid, he attended his 
commands. Mr. Boothby always drank cold tea for break. 
fait, which the fervant neglefted to make over night, and 
apologized. Mr. Boothby faid, “ It is of no confequence; 
I fhall drink no more this year.” 

About two, he ordered his horfe to be got ready to ride in 
the Park ; his valet put on one of his boots; he did not like 
them, and faid, “ You may have thofe boots, I fhall not 
wear them any more.”” When inthe Park, he was obferved 
to gallop furioully, which be was never accuftomed to do, 
but, on the contrary, always rode a canter! and in returning 
home kept up the fame pace over the ftones. At the corner 
of Clarges-ftreet, in Curzon-fireet, he got aff, delivered the 
horfe to the groom, and walked home; it was then half pat 
five. 

Entering the parlour, he defired his valet to attend to the 
ferving up of dinner at fix : a few minutes after, he went 
into a back room, placed his right foot on the bed, and a 
horfe-piftol in his mouth; the explofton blew off the upper 
jaw and the back part of his head: the ball went throug 
the chimney-glafs, and lodged in the wainfcot. Inftantaneous 
death enfued, and he fell with one foot on the bed, and the 
other under it. The fervants in the kitchen heard a noe, 
which they conceived to be their mafter uncorking a bottle of 
{pruce beer; and, had it not been for the breaking of the 
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glafs, they would not have attended immediately to the alarm. 
It was proved before the coroner’s jury that he had been for 
fome months in a ftate of melancholy derangement ; they 
therefore returned a verdi& of Lunacy. 

He was avery refpeftable gentleman, and in habits of in- 
timacy with the firft noblemen inthis country. The late 
Duke of Rutland, the Earls of Carlifle and Derby, and Mr. 
Fox, were among the number of his particular friends and 
acquaintances, He wasa great frequenter of the fubfcrip- 
tion houfes, and, from his eccentricity in dref$, was fliled by 
his friends, Prince Boothby, on coming to his eftate at Swaff- 
ham, in Norfolk. 

Mr. Boothby was the perfon fuppofed to be alluded to by 
Foote in one of his farces, as diftinguifhed by his partiality 
to people of rank, and inclined to leave one acquaintance to 
walk with another of fuperior dignity. Hence arofe his 
denomination of Prince Boothby. He was a well-bred, in- 
telligeni, and amiable man, known and efleemed by the firft 
people in this country. His chief peculiarity in drefs was 
in the form of his hat, which was uniformly of the fame 
thape for the laft twenty years, though he mixed with the 
molt fafhionable circles, and was con{ftantly ridiculed by his 
friends for this whimfical propenfity. He had been poffefled 
of three Jarge eftates ; the firft his own inheritance ; the fe- 
cond from a diftant family alliance; andthe third Mrs. Clop- 
ton Pathericke’s, whofe name he latterly aflumed. The 
value of the laft property is faidto be nearly feven thoufand 
pounds a year. 





ACCOUNT of the CAPE of GOOD HOPE. 
A Pretty long refidence: at the Cape of Good Hope ena- 


bles a gentleman juit returned from thence, to give the 
following account of that place : 
slike 1 aa ce aeaaiaies . ble of the hicheft 
There is perhaps no country more capable of the highef! 
flate of improvement than the Cape of Good Hope, and 
certainly none which has heretofore been more neglected. 
Since the arrival of Sir George Yonge, it feems daily 
improving, owing to the encouragement given, and attention 





fry vfane 


paid to agriculture and commerce, from which very fanguine 
expeftations may naturally be cherifhed of its proving (in the 
courfe of avery fhdért time) one of the moft valuable acquifi- 
tions tothe Britifh empire. 


* The 
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The botanical garden is revived—experiments fuccefs. 
fully tried—and no meafures neglected of promoting the 
profperity of the colony. 

‘* Among the firft judicious and laudable fteps taken by 
the Governor, was the appointments of Colonel Cockburn, 
and Captain Tucker, to be Deputy Barrack Mafters General, 

, from an entire negle& for five years, the barracks and 
other publick buildings were rendered extremely dangerous, 
and unfit for the accommodation of the Britifh troops. 
There feems no doubt, however, that (from the attivity and 
zeal already cvinced by the new-conftruéted Barrack De. 
partment) thofe comforts of which our foldiers have been 
deflitute, as well as fafe and comfortable accommodations, 
will fpeedily be afforded them. 

. Sit George Yonge’s choice merits general approb: ation, 
as none could be more active and zealous inthe execution of 
their duties than Colonel Cockburn and Captain Tucker, 
whom he has appointed. It affords pleafure to ftate alfo, that 
Sir George feems (on every occafion) to confult the comfort 
and happinefs of both men and officers, and that he is con. 
fequently very highly efteemed by all ranks. The natives 
alfo feem to refpeét and admire the Governor and his fuite. 

General Dundas’s zealous aétivity moft indifputably 
prevented a war with the Caffres, and has reftored tranquillity 
to the interior of Africa. 

** The gaiety of the place, and the fociety, are to be won- 
dertully improved by Mrs. Blake’s balls, concerts, and other 
umufements. ‘The charmingly agreeable Lady Anne Bar- 
nard alfo contributes very largely to the fame end; as does 
alfothe elegantly polite and facetioufly agreeable Sir Roger 
Curtis, who was in charming health and the moft delighttul 
Ip! irits. 

* Theidea generally entertained, that the Cape is a plea- 
fant quarter, Is a er roncous. It has no one recommen- 
dation beyor 
is extremely difagreeable. 

** Many marriages continually take place between the 
Englifh officers and Dutch ladies. In their youth, the 
womenot the Cape are very pretty ; but the heat of the 
climate renders them otherwife at the age of thirty. Euro- 
pean beauty fades in a much fhorter time in that climate. 


* Good matters of mulic might meet with great encov- 
racement; and fo mighta band of comedians. <A great va- 
riety of clubs were inflituted for the amufement of the 
officers of the garrifun, who bitterly complain of the want 
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An ANECDOTE. 


HILE the learned Francis Morell was bufy in pre. 
paring his edition of Libanius for the prefs, he was 

told that his wife was fuddenly taken ill. “* Ihave but two 
or three periods,” faid Morell, “ to tranflate, and then I'll 
come to her.’’ Prefently after he was informed that fhe was 
dying. “* Ihave only two words to write; I’ll be with her 
immediately.”” Prefently they brought him word fhe was 
dead. With great calmnefs the pedant declared, “ he was’ 
very furry indeed, for fhe was really a mighty good fort of a 


woman. 





Anfwer, by 7. B. Chivers, of St. Auftell,to R. Thomas's 
Enigma, inferted Auguft 4. 


HE pen oft paints the lover’s vows, 
Ere he to Hymen’s altar goes, 
And draws the forrowing tear ; 
But fhould the lovely nymph incline 
To ufe it witha {mile divine, 
*T would diffipate his fear. 


*%* We have received the like anfwer from Serjeant Ath, 
of the Exminfter Volunteers; J. Ball, jun. and N. Knott, 
of Taunton; G Andrews, and W. Sherwill, of Modbury ; 
G. England, Uplyme; Philom.of Teingmouth; J. M. 1. 
of Poole; J. R. Toulmin; E. Sherman, of Cornwood; 
T. Jarvis, of Malborough; T. Coumbe, of Stonehoufe; 
G. Coulman, of Broadhempfton; R. Maffett, of Saltath ; 
and R. Baker, of Poole. 





A CHARADE, by C. B. W. near Taunton, 


Y firft, ye gents. you'll quickly find, 
One of the fable-feather’d kind ; 
Each morn, when from my bed [ rife, 
My fecond’s ufe I don’t defpife ; 
But always ufe it when I drefs, 
As needtul quite to cleanlinefs. 


VoL. XXXVI. g L One 
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One vowel add to thefe befide ; 
Alfo the place where Kings refide. 


Find thefe aright, and place them true, 
My refidence ‘twill bring to view. 


A REBUS, éy R. Thomas, of Exeter. 


HE fun difpelsthe gloom of night, 
And fheds to man a facred light 
To guide his wandering way ; 
But fhould forbidden paths decoy, 
And lead him from the road to joy, 
In fighs he’d fpend each day. 


Then to my firft he flands with fear, 

When no delivering hand is near, 
His hope is now defpair ; 

The tears o’erflow cach pitying eye, 

For oh! the viétim’s doom’d to dic, 
And leave his every care. 


When Hymen joins the lovely pair, 
My next is taken by the fair 
To confecrate the bands, 
With joy the nuptial day is crown’d, 
And plenteous wine {preads all aroud, 
For blifs unites their hands. 


Come then, ingenious wits of fame, 
And fhew to a!! the veffel’s name, 
From whence my third I draw; 
Oft its contents removes all pain, 
And to the fufferer is great gain, 
To make the {pirits flow. 


Now fearch, ye bards, the lift of fame, 

And take therefrom a hero’s name, 
Whofe valour’s been difplay’d ; 

My feeble mufe would willing raife, 

‘lo thee my whole a fong of praife, 
Who nature’s debt has paid. 


HEPESSESSSOEESEPES HEE ES EEE 

(ar The Editor will be glad to fee the poem mentioned by 

Reginald, of Plymouth, 
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THE GAMESTER. 


4 H! what is he, whofe haggard eye 
Scarce dares to meet the morning ray? 

Who, trembling, would, but cannot fly 

From man, and from the bufy day ! 
Mark how his lip is fever’d o’er, 

Behold his check, how deathly it appears ! 
See how his blood-{hot eye-balls pour 

A burning torrent of unpitied tears ! 


Now watch the varying gefture wild, 

See how his tortur’d bofom heaves ! 
Behold, misfortune’s way ward child, 

For whom no kindred nature grieves. 
Defpis’d, fufpe&ed, ruin’d, loft ! 

His fortune, health, and reputation flown ; 
On mis’ry’s ftormy ocean toft, 

Condemn’d to curfe his fate, and curfe alone! 


Once were his profpe@s bright and gay, 
And independence bleft his hours: 
His was the fmooth and funny way, 
Where tip-toe pleafure fcatter’d flowers. 
Love bound his brow with thornle{s fweets, 
And f{miling friendfhip fill’d his cup of joy 3 
Now not a friend the vilim meets, 
For, like a wolf, he wanders to deftroy, 


All day, upon a couch of thorn, 
His weary, fev’rifh limbs recline ; 
All night, dillra@ed and forlorn, 
He hovers round the hateful fhrine } 
Eager to feize, with grafping hands, 
The flender pittance of the eafy fool ; 
He links himfelf with caitiff bands, 
And learn the Ieflon of the gamefter’s {chool ! 


One hour, elate with ill-got gold, 
And dazzled by the fhining ore, 
In plenitude of joys, behold 
The prodigal dilplay his ftore ! 
The next, in poverty and fear, 
He hides him, trembling at approaching fate, 
While greedy creditors appear, 
And with remorfelefs rage lurk round his gate. 


Then comes the horror-breeding hour! 
While recreant fuicide attends ; 
And madnefs, with impetuous power, 
The f{cene of defolation ends! 
Upon his grave no parent mourns ; 
No widow’d love laments with graceful woe ; 
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No dawn of joy for him returns— 
For Heaven denies that peace his frenzy left below! 


LAURA MARIA, 





TO MY SLEEPING INFANT. 


T= ponderous clouds one vaft mafs forming, 
On the plains their waters pour ; 
Dreadful winds the heart appalling, 

Thro’ the leafy woodlands roar, 


Hark! that awful peal of thunder ! 
Yet again how loud it breaks ! 

Vivid light’nings flame thro’ zther, 
And earth to its foundation fhakes. 


Yet amidh this wild commotion, 
While terror every fenle alarms, 

Sweetly fleeps my infant cherub, 
Cradled in his mother’s arms. 


My deareft! may thy future flumbers 
Be {weet, ference, and pure as {now ! 
Nor guilt, nor fierce remorfe purfue thee, 
To raife a furrow on thy brow. 


And when life’s tempefts howl around thee, 
And care invades thy youthful breaft, 

Should love betray, or friendfhip wound thee, 
May reafon foothe thy woes to reft ! 


Still may her filent diflates teach thee 
Truth and virtue’s peerlefs ways! 

Then {miling ’midft the threaten’d danger, 
Peace fhall crown my WiHliam’s days. 


ee 


THE EXPOSTULATION. 


HAT mean thofe fighs ? What can it be, 
That caufesthus my thoughts to rove ? 
Why do all things look dull to me? 
Tell me my feelings, is it love? 


*Tis true there’s one whom I admire, 
For fhe polleffes every charm ; 

But then ’tis friendthip, not defire, 
With which I feel my bofom warm. 


I think ’tis friendfhip which I feel, 
Or that itis I fain would think ; 
And from myfelf my love conceal, 

And feem apart from Cupid’s link. 


[i it is love, let me forbear, 
And umely fhun the alluring bait ; 
Lovers may curfe the chains they wear, 
And often may repine at fate. 
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